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In this book metal deposits, in particular those of non-ferrous and precious metals, are classified

and analyzed in terms of their plate tectonic settings. This approach allows a meaningful treatment

of metal deposits of different types and provides significant insights into both their genesis and

formative environments. The updated 2nd edition incorporates the most significant advances in

economic geology of the last 5 years. Particular attention is paid to the geological settings and

generative models of gold deposits of all kinds.
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This book covers the major deposit types in an acceptable manner, but does not compare favorably

with more thorough and up to date books from Guilbert and Park (Geology of Ore Deposits), or

Pirajno (Hydrothermal Mineral Deposits). The original edition is dated 1984 and represents itself as

an early attempt to synthesize information concerning plate tectonics and ore deposits. Note that:

Plate tectonics is new! The updated 1990 edition does not go much further. The technically

challenging book edited by Barnes (Geochemistry of Hydrothermal Ore Deposits) also has some

overlap of subject matter, though it is laboratory / experiment oriented. Sawkin's book is less

expensive and slightly less technical, but those are the only things in its favor.
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